= RealSolutions

Target Poverty ~ Not People

Guide to the 2007
Worcester Gity Gouncil Candidates

Real Solutions is a group of Worcester residents dedicated to changing
the dimate of hostility towards poor people in our city.



To create this guide, Real Solutions asked all 2007 City Council Candidates the following four questions:

1. How have you worked with, or what is your experience with, poor people?

2.  According to a Worcester Telegram & Gazette article published on December 13, 2006, recent
studies show that show a family must earn $17.12 an hour to afford a two-bedroom apartment in
Worcester. What can the city do to solve this problem?

3 a. Would you support or oppose a group home opening in your neighborhood?

b. Do you think group homes should have a right to locate in any neighborhood in the city, or should

neighbors be able to prevent group homes from opening in their neighborhoods?

4.  What can be done to reduce the harmful effects that economic development can have on poor people?

Real Solutions thanks all the candidates who took the time to respond to our survey. Based on their scores, we
were particularly impressed by At-Large candidates Allison Alaimo and Grace Ross; by District 3 candidate
Susan Kiely; and by District 4 candidate Lynne Simonds.

Real Solutions was disappointed that the following candidates chose not to respond: At-Large: Morris Bergman,
Maritza Cruz, John Dellasanta, Michael Germain, Michael Grandone, William McCarthy, and Kate Toomey, District
1: Joseph Casello and Sam Rosario, District 2: Phillip Palmieri, and District 5: Richard Ball and William Eddy.

Candidates’ complete and unedited responses are included within this guide. For all questions except #1, our
group came to consensus on whether an answer:

a) Is potentially helpful to poor people in Worcester  ¢) Is an uninformed answer

b) Maintains the status quo

d) Is potentially harmful to poor people in Worcester

The following chart is based on the group consensus process. We have highlighted answers that rated either
potentially helpful, or potentially harmful for the benefit of our readers.

Candidates Question 2 Question 3a Question 3b Question 4
ALLISON ALAIMO Status quo Status quo Uninformed Potentially helpful
JAMES CALLAHAN Uninformed Potentially helpful Uninformed Uninformed
WILLIAM COLEMAN Status quo Potentially harmful Uninformed Uninformed
DENNIS IRISH Uninformed Potentially helpful Status quo Uninformed
KONSTANTINA LUKES Uninformed Status quo Status quo Potentially helpful
JORN MAHONEY Uninformed Potentially harmful Uninformed Uninformed
MIKZ PEROTTO Uninformed Potentially harmful | Potentially harmful Uninformed
JOE PETTY Uninformed Status quo Status quo Potentially helpful
GARY ROSEN Status quo Didn't answer Status quo Potentially helpful
GRACE Ross Potentially helpful Potentially helpful Uninformed Potentially helpful
RICK RUSHTON Uninformed Didn't answer Potentially helpful Uninformed
JOFF SMITH Uninformed Status quo Status quo Uninformed
PAuL CLANCY Uninformed Didn't answer Status quo Uninformed
SusaN KIELY Potentially helpful Potentially helpful Potentially helpful Potentially helpful
BARBARA HALLER Potentially harmful Didn't answer Status quo Status quo
LYNNE SIMONDS Potentially helpful Potentially helpful Potentially helpful Potentially helpful
NICK PLANTE Status quo Potentially harmful | Potentially harmful Status quo




Candidate Questionnaire

Instructions: Please answer each question as thoroughly as possible. Feel free to attach
additional sheets if necessary.

1. How have you worked with, or what is your experience with, poor people?

At-Large Candidates:

Allison Alaimo: I have been working with the homeless and low-income veteran population for six
years at Massachusetts Veterans, Inc. I began as a volunteer and later accepted a full time position as
the Manager of Employment & Training, working with community businesses to help obtain
employment for veterans. Iexpanded the program offerings at the MVI Training Academy and gained
accreditation for the school, obtaining a license from the MA Department of Education. Currently, I
am the Director of Finance and Development, and have raised nearly four million dollars in three years
for veterans and their families in our community.

James Callahan: [ RIDE THE BUS! and if elected to the city council will do everything in my power to
end any strike at the Worcester Regional Transit Authority. It is my intention to work closely with
students in the city and Lieutenant Governor Timothy Murray to create good/union jobs in Worcester,
modify the city and state tax with regard to our use of petroleum and protect our environment. It would
be accurate to state that while attending Georgetown University I was a "starving college student" and I
still believe strongly in education, college students may be poor but they have a great future. Allow me to
also state that at the present time I am a member of St. Bernard parish and attend St. Bemnard church on
Lincoln Street in our city. St. Bernard church is not a fancy building but if you enter the church, in the
main lobby, on the left side, is a plaque (dated 1921) with a list of "benefactors” and I take great pride in
the statement that my grandfather, father and three aunts are included on the list. The pastor Father Jose
Rodriguez has refused to become my campaign manager citing separation of church and state but he
remains a very close friend. The people of St. Bernard may not be wealthy but they are truly good, God
loving, caring people and are very hard working. The church picnic recently was a great event and
simply would not have been possible without the hard work of the people of the parish. The people of St.
Bernard may not be wealthy in a financial sense but it's still possible to live a rich life.

William Coleman: Telegram and Gazette March 18, 2007 Quote “He may not have been elected to
public office, but it can be argued that Mr. Coleman has done more for Worcester as a community
activist than many publicly elected officials.

When budget cuts threatened to close city pools and beaches a couple of years ago, he brought the city
administration a plan to fund them through private fund-raising efforts. In 2000, he introduced the
Cribs for Kids program, a community effort to help reduce infant mortality and raise awareness about
the importance of prenatal care for young, expectant mothers. He went on to raise $25,000 and
personally delivered more than 750 new cribs and mattresses to mothers in need.

He also was involved in efforts to improve the appearance of Hope Cemetery, raise money to sends
kids to summer camps, has advocated for homeowners’ programs and spearheaded a flag-painting
program. He also published a local newspaper for 12 years and has contributed to the community in so
many other ways. “ -- Nick KOTSOPOULOS Politics And the City

Dennis Irish: (I'm a little unclear as to what you mean by "poor" people. I'll assume low income in my
response.) I have chaired the Board of Directors of Worcester Community Housing Resources, Inc
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which dealt with the development of affordable housing. I chaired the Central Mass Health System's
Agency Board which dealt with assuring access to high quality, affordable health care services. I
currently am on the Board of United Way of Central Massachusetts, and am Chairing its 2007
campaign, I co-chair the Worcester Advisory Food Council and it's grant funded efforts to end food
insecurity in Worcester. I am an incorporator of Family Health Center, and have chaired of its "Art in
the City” fundraiser for the past two years, raising more than $50K for the agency. I am on the
leadership council of Common Pathways' and the co-convener of it's education work group. Iam an
incorporator of the Greater Worcester Community Foundation and the YWCA of Central
Massachusetts. I believe all this demonstrates my leadership and commitment to be of service to those
in our community who may require a "hand -up".

Konstantina Lukes: At various times in my career I have served in the following capacities;

Legal Services attorney in Waterbury, Ct. and Worcester, MA

Executive Director of the Worcester Chapter of the Civil Liberties Union

MCAD Commissioner

Bar Advocate in Juvenile Court

Volunteer Lawyer

I am currently trying to negotiate with a generous donor to develop an ongoing relationship with one or
more inner city schools

John Mahoney: I have worked since age 11, full time since 19. I have been employed in sales and
retail all my life (I am now 42) I have worked with poor, middle class, and some wealthy people.

Mike Perotto: As a Worcester City Councilor, I have received several phone calls from individuals in need
of shelter. In these instances, I have contacted Gordon Hargrove, the Executive Director of Friendly House, to
find them a place to stay for the evening and execute a plan of action for a long-term housing solution.

Joe Petty: I come from a working class background along with my family and extended family and
friends. T understand the realties of poverty and the hardship, pressure and disappointment that come
with it. T have as a City Councilor supported as many initiatives and programs that provided assistance
to and for our economically disadvantaged.

Gary Rosen: While I have been able to provide some support to poor and less fortunate people, I know
that I can and should do more in the future. During this council term, I am glad that I at least was able to:

A) Serve for two years as the Chairman of the city council’s Community Development committee
which considers all aspects of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding. Several
million dollars of HUD funds were distributed annually and equitably to many agencies that provide
services to individuals and families in need.

B) Serve as the co-chair of the Worcester Give-A-Book program which, in its first year, was able to
encourage people throughout Worcester to donate a total of 14,000 new and gently-used books to
Worcester’s public school students in Grades K-8.

C) Help to raise $6000 to date for future improvements to the grass and irrigation at the Elm Park
Community School field which is used by many children, youth, adults and organizations throughout
that neighborhood,



D) Advocate on behalf of the Neighborworks HomeOwnership Center of Worcester which provides
education and services to allow more low income people to purchase their own home without falling
into the mortgage traps of predatory lending.

E) Visit and volunteer at the PIP Shelter on Christmas Day and a followup winter evening to learn
first hand from staff and clients some of the issues ands challenges associated with that facility.

Grace Ross: I have worked with low-income and working class people directly as a community
organizer for over twenty years and continue those relationships since I ran for governor, I have had
the pleasure and education of working for a board of and under the leadership of low-income women
for most of my adult life. We are all made poorer by the poverty of a society of the richest country of
the world that has not chosen to end economic poverty and its impactls amongst its people.

Rick Rushton: Since the questionnaire did not include a definition of what makes a human a poor
person I will assume you mean someone living on an income at or below the federal poverty guideline.
My experiences working with people with limited economic means is varied. My parents raised me
with sense of being committed to serving all mankind. As a middle school and high student we as a
family volunteered at the Mustard Seed. In high school I was selected to be in a Dynamy program
where we engaged in a community service project with a group called Valley Residents for
Improvement. Also, in high school as a boy scout working toward my eagle scout I worked on
numerous community service projects. In college at Hamilton College I participated in a group called
HAVOC which stood for Hamilton Action Volunteers Off Campus. We worked with mostly children
from Utica helping by tutoring to working in soup kitchens. As a lawyer I have a varied client base
with cases which range from pro bono work including political asylum to mental health advocacy at
commitment hearings and Rodgers hearing. Within the past few years I have worked with Carlos
Garcia at the Worcester Boys and Girls club working with the boxing club. All these experiences have
had different effects on me but have helped me give me a sense of who I am.

District Candidates

District 1

Joff Smith: I have worked with and been around poor people since I was a child. My family owns a
scrap metal business which I worked at growing up, where I interacted with many poor people on a
regular basis. In addition, playing sports my whole life I have played on teams with other people from
all different socioeconomic backgrounds who became good friends of mine. Since I was elected to the
City Council I have also worked with many poor people, and advocated for their rights. I ran my own
Celebrity Auction charity event in 2006 and 2007 which raised over $50,000 for Worcester charities,
which include programs to benefit poor people. I have also boxed to raise money for the Boys Club,
and got to know a lot of the kids that regularly go there through training alongside them.

District 3

Paul Clancy: As a member of the Worcester City Council, I have always supported the maximum amount
of funding under the CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) for public services and HOME funds.
These monies are targeted for the delivery of services in food, shelter and clothing at the neighborhood
centers and other public agencies across the City. The HOME funds further assist the CDCs and other
agencies in developing affordable housing in the City. I will continue to support these iniatives.

Susan Kiely: My hometown is Bridgeport, Ct. Even though both my parents worked we were poor and
lived in a city housing project similar to Great Brook Valley for approx.10 years. My work experience
for the most part as been in the Human Service field. I started out working in the nursing field in the



60's. Over the course of 30+ years have worked in the following areas of Geriatrics, Addictions, AIDS
and Disabilities, all of which involved working with people with low-poverty level incomes.

District 4

Barbara Haller: I find this question to be a bit degrading. I have learned that identifying people in
this manner often serves to separate. Using an adjective with the noun has the effect of focusing on the
adjective rather than the subject of the sentence. For instance, I no longer refer to a person with a
disability as a disabled person, but rather as a person with a disability.

I assume that the question is asking what experience I have working with people of limited income.
The answer is “plenty.” The most obvious connections:

District 4 Councilor since 2002

present board member of Worcester Community Action Council (WCAC)

active member of several organizations prior to my election (Main South CDC, Worcester Common
Ground, Beacon-Brightly, YMCA)

former owner of a business in District 4

current resident of District 4

former VISTA volunteer in inner-city Chicago in 1968

personal low income 1968-1980

The common thread is these connections is recognizing that improvements in quality of life is needed
and achievable, clearly identifying unmet needs, putting together a strategic plan to address those
needs, and knocking down barriers to progress as they arise. Access to education, jobs, adequate
housing, health care, child care, transportation are reoccurring needs in a context of personal
responsibility and achievement and societal resources and barriers,

City government must balance needs with resources. As I speak with people throughout District 4 1
find people who feel that small business owners are underserved, that middle class families are
underserved, that persons with disabilities are underserved, that our youth are underserved, that the
elderly are underserved, that our parks are underserved, that institutions are underappreciated, and on
and on. Ibelieve that this is all true. We do not have the revenue or staff to meet all needs at all times.

I believe that, in general, it is a mistake for underserved populations to feel they are victims of
discrimination or scorn. I believe that it is in peoples’ best interests to find empowerment for change. I
have worked with as many people as I can to teach how to access city government resources and how
to work to improve both access and resources.

Lynne Simonds: I have been working in social services for the last 25 years and the populations I
have served include the poor. I have been working for the poor as a community organizer, volunteer
and activist most of my life. I continue to advocate with them in the schools and the courts. I have
worked tirelessly helping them access services for housing, welfare and health care. I have worked
with them to jump the hurdles and overcome the barriers to services that they face on a regular basis.

This work continues in my present position as the Program Director of Southbridge Community
Connections where I work daily with poor people. I watch everyday as more and more people fall into
poverty and those who are already poor fall deeper into poverty, During the last 2 -3 years I have seen
the worse increase in poverty that I have ever seen and there are no contingency plans or attempts to
prevent this rise in poverty or to help stabilize people’s lives by any level of government. The local,
state and federal officials seem clueless of just how negatively poverty is impacting the lives of people
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and our whole system. We need new solutions and strategies that work for us all, but especially the
poor and those just hanging on.

District 5
Nick Plante: As a practicing lawyer I have represented many indigent people, and take part in a
number of "pro bono" projects designed to help indigent people have access to the justice system.

2. According to a Worcester Telegram & Gazette article published on December 13, 2006,
recent studies show that show a family must earn $17.12 an hour to afford a two-bedroom
apartment in Worcester. What can the city do to solve this problem?

At-Large Candidates:

Allison Alaime: This is a complicated issue with many facets to it. The City of Worcester must take several
well thought out, integrated approaches to solve the problem. We need more affordable housing units, we
need to bring more businesses into the city, subsequently creating more jobs, and we need training that
responds to the demands of the labor market, including businesses looking to expand or relocate.

We live in one of the highest housing cost states in the nation, both in terms of rental units and home
purchases. Many individuals in need are forced to pay high rents, and have little money left over for
other expenses that sometimes includes food and heating expenses, especially whereas all of these
items have increased in cost.

For low-income people the cost of renting, not to mention home-ownership, is a giant hurdle that
cannot be overcome alone. Those individuals most in need often have to wait years for public housing
assistance. Obviously a greater need exists for either public housing, or other alternatives. Legislation
is needed to help provide for an increase in the amount of Affordable Housing units in Massachusetts.
Worcester must strive to increase the number, type, and size of affordable housing units.

We have excellent first time homebuyers programs in Massachusetts. One incentivized mortgage
program in particular is the Soft Second Program. It’s sad to say that the majority of people who
would qualify for these loan guarantees do not know they exist, or have any idea that they would
qualify. These initiatives put homeowners back into neighborhoods. What we need to do is provide
education to future owners so they can understand the programs and options available to them.

To support increasing employment opportunities, I believe economic development is the key. We need
to create incentives for businesses to move here and thrive here... the jobs will follow. To create new
jobs, you must provide encouragement for companies to locate and remain in Worcester, including tax
incentives and attractive leasing options. Also important is the perception of how current business-
owners in the city are treated. An important part of getting new businesses into the city is making sure
we have the trained and skilled workforce to fit the specific needs of each company. In my experience
as a Job Developer I worked with business leaders to find out what skills were required for the job,
created training programs, and was able to assist many low-income veterans to obtain employment.

We must work with state and federal legislators to accomplish our goals. City leaders must work
closely with the state and federal government, the Chamber of Commerce and other business groups,
as well as commercial realtors to help promote economic development. A long term strategic plan that
involves interagency government is the first real step to addressing the issue.
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James Callahan: The issue of affordable housing is of immense importance in Worcester and it is just
incredible to me that the YMCA does not have rooms for rent, if elected to the city council you can
rest assured that there will be a huge amount of work done with the YMCA and YWCA. It will not be
easy to provide affordable housing in every section of the city, especially Tatnuck Square, but a real
effort can and should be made with community leaders to provide affordable housing. If elected to the
city council in Worcester you can rest assured work will be done to increase the number of single room
occupancies (SRO's) at the "Y" as well as on Lincoln street/near WPI, as well as much as possible in
all other areas of our city, including with regard to multiple bedroom apartments.

William Coleman: Over all Worcester has a 20 % rental vacancy rate. The issue is affordable rents. 1
suggest working with all agencies and city officials to help market more affordable apartments and
homes to people in need.

Dennis Irish: The City could lead by example and pay a living wage to it's employees and encourage
other employers to do the same. The City's "affordable" housing stock already exceeds that mandated
by the State and frankly, I feel that it's our neighboring towns that should do more in this regard. The
City should do more in the areas of workforce and economic development to retain and grow
employment opportunities. Specifically, I believe that the City should do more to encourage small,
locally controlled business, and attract conventions and events that would help to "feed" our hospitality
industry and when I am Mayor, we will.

Konstantina Lukes: By increasing participation of under represented people in the community and
supporting programs that are based upon economic as well as cultural and racial diversity and
reconfiguring neighborhoods into places that promote social interaction instead of isolation. We must
preserve presence of middle income residents so that the personal contacts that lower income residents
need in order to find a job, housing, loans, letters of reference etc. are available. Otherwise, a cycle
results that makes lower income residents lose more and more economic resources and security and
increases crime and results in ghettos,

The city is above the state’s minimum for affordable housing. CDC’s such as the Main South CDC
have always shown the city’s respect for those who needed affordable housing by providing high
quality and green housing long before there was wide spread acknowledgement for those goals.

However, I do not agree with your premise that there is a climate of hostility towards the poor in Worcester.

John Mahoney: A central theme of my campaign is to get companies to locate here — it is of utmost
importance. A dynamic economy will raise the prospects of everyone involved.

Mike Perotto: The City should continue to provide more affordable housing-units for families and
also work to increase public-awareness of available housing programs, which are designed for families
that struggle to make ends meet. I believe the City of Worcester should strive to improve access to
education for financially-challenged individuals, so that they may increase their earning power.

Joe Petty: Unfortunately the situation is a result of the free market system, which has forced rents higher
by the influx of individuals moving into the City from the Boston and other areas. As a City, we should
seck all available initiatives to create affordable, safe and clean housing opportunities for all residents.

Gary Rosen: Affordable housing should be considered a human right. But housing requiring an
income of $17.12 is out of reach of many who want and need to reside in Worcester. The high expense
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of housing is not unique to our city. The federal government does provide housing assistance in the
form of tenant based subsidies (Section 8) and project based subsidies for owners of certain affordable
housing units. It is important that both tenants and landlords take advantage of all funding
opportunities available to them. Although some contend that Rent Control., functioning as a price
ceiling, does more harm than good, Worcester can at least look at how it is done, limited in scope but
successfully, in some cities across the country. Perhaps a certain number of units made available under
such a program would be an appropriate step in making apartments more accessible to low income
individuals and families.

Grace Ross: The City need to turns its resources to supporting local businesses and locally owned
affordable housing instead of putting resources and tax incentives almost completely on outside
developers and businesses. As we support local, small businesses, they create the most new jobs and
generally pay somewhat betler than chain stores, etc. As we help support and improve local
businesses, the city can then look at the question of living wages as some communities have done. We
have also got to take a look as a municipality at the issues of housing costs — the loss of affordable
housing through the sub-prime lending market crash, expiring use properties and other failing
mortgage schemes and loss of real housing value.

Rick Rushton: This is a vague question. I am assuming when you reference the city you mean the city
government. First, this is too complex of a issue to have only one major stakeholder participate or
solve. The first thing a city government must do is recognize it can not and should not do it alone.
Only a city where people are engaged can even attempt to tackle such an issue. Bringing people
together to form public private partnerships to deliver a first rate education, affordable and accessible
healthcare, and to revitalize the second oldest housing stock is what is necessary.

District Candidates

District 1

Joff Smith: As a city we always have to be working to make sure that we stay an affordable city for all
people. As costs have gone up peoples incomes haven't risen at the same pace. That is why I supported
raising the minimum wage to help offset that. I believe we also must maintain our stock of affordable
housing, so that everyone will have a place to live, and we can help eliminate homelessness in the city.

District 3
Paul Clancy: It is important for the City to continue its priorities with federal funds in expending them
on housing iniatives for affordable housing opportunities,

Susan Kiely: The cost of being a property owner in Worcester has soared over the past 5 years.
Increased property taxes, sewer & water fees and home insurance rates have risen dramatically leaving
the owners of rental properties little recourse but to raise rents. (Please know that T do not, nor does
any member of my family, own rental property.) This, of course, brings about the need to earn $17.12
an hour in order to rent a 2 bedroom apartment in Worcester. However this need for a higher hourly
income does not affect renters alone. Owners of single family homes do not have the recourse of
passing increased expenses along. Many, particularly the elderly, are finding themselves in the same
vulnerable position as renters, with a need to supplement income in order to keep a roof over their
heads. Between 5/06 and 4/07 there were over a 1,000 foreclosures of homes in Worcester.

I believe the City is doing something about lowing the cost of rentals within the City. In recent years,
the City Council has approved restrictive zoning changes which tend to limit the building of affordable
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housing units to already overbuilt and congested areas. Rental rates within those areas will decrease
just as apartments presently located in the restrictive zoned areas will increase.

While I believe this answers the question asked, I also have to say that I disagree totally with such a
plan. "Smart Growth" may look pretty on paper but it's success is dependent on having a City
Government that understands the words of Executive Director of the Rappaport Institute, David
Luberoff, when he writes "traditional efforts to encourage smart growth are likely to fail uniess they
include both sound capital investments and effective programs to improve education and reduce crime
in older urban areas.”

The need for Real Solutions to present a petition in April of this year to the City Council requesting
that CDBG Funds be used appropriately is a clear indication that Worcester Officials do not
understand what it takes for Smart Growth to succeed and be beneficial to all.

District 4

Barbara Haller: Despite RealSolutions opening statement about “changing the climate of hostility
towards the poor in our city” it is my experience that our city is quite supporting to people of limited
income. As a city councilor I do not experience “hostility towards the poor” — quite the contrary. The
city realizes that increasing the quality of life for residents is key to Worcester’s success and has taken
many steps to relieve the effects of poverty and to provide opportunity for increased income and/or
access to lower cost basic household needs. RealSolutions does no good in portraying the city as anti-
poor, in fact it does harm in its attempts to polarize our city into haves and have-nots.

Housing costs are clearly a serious stress on many households; two or more family incomes with two
or more jobs are increasingly needed to meet household income needs, especially those households
earning minimum wage or near minimum wage or large households needing 3or more bedrooms.

As a neighborhood activist and as the District 4 City Councilor, I have advocated for community
development corporations (Main South CDC, Worcester Common Ground, now quiet Canal District CDC)
and local housing developers (Worcester Community Housing Corp, South Worcester Neighborhood
Improvement Corp, Whittier Terrace Corp, Winn Management, Worcester Housing Authority, and prior to
my election, ZU Development) to develop housing for low to moderate income households.

I have supported community health care regardless of income and insurance (Family Health Center,
Helen A Bowditch Community Health Center, school based health centers). I have supported food
pantries, and after school programs, summer jobs, ESOL, and other efforts to provide support for
families as their stretch their limited dollars. On the state level I have advocated for increasing the
minimum wage and universal health care. 1 supported the new Technical High School and its
commitment to community education. 1 have worked with our District 4 higher educational institutions
(Becker, WPI, Clark, College of the Holy Cross) for access to resources to the neighborhoods.

We all need to continue to advocate for these things.

Lynne Simonds: The city needs to create affordable housing. We need a housing plan that works for
us all and that uses the present housing stock and empty properties for affordable housing. We need an
urban renewal plan for downtown that positively impacts the neighborhoods.

We need to create jobs that pay a livable wage. The city should be seeking economic development that
includes good paying jobs. The city needs a transportation system that gets people to the better paying jobs
and back to the city after work. There needs to be more opportunities for people to increase their skills
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